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From  Dr  J.  Hubert  Jagger 


42  Argyle  Crescent,  Joppa,  Edinburgh 


3rcl  March,  1915. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Falconer,  C.  M.  C. , 

President  of  tne  University, 

Toronto. 

Dear  Sir, 

A  fww  days  ago  I  noticed  with 
much  regret  the  mention  in  the  Scots¬ 
man  of  the  death  of  Professor  Stevenson, 
Whom  I  knew  some  years  ago  when  we  were 
students  In  Edinburgh. 

Liko  him  I  have  oeen  preparing  ray- 
self  for  the  teaching  of  English  Lang-: 
uage  and  Literature,  and  indeed  have 
been  engaged  in  that  work  for  some  years 
past.  As  I  expect  that  tne  University 
of  Toronto  may  want  a  successor  for  nim, 
and  as  such  a  post  is  one  that  I  desir^ 

I  Venture  to  write  to  you  describing 
my  qualifications  briefly. 


I  am  34  y^ars  of  age.  My  University 
study  was  made  at  King's  College,  London, 
and  at  Edinburgh  University.  In  1904  I 
took  tne  B.A.  degree  of  London  University, 
and  la  190©  the  M.A.  m  Mediaeval  and  Modern 
Languages,!  English  Branch)  wicn  Distinction 
In  1908  I  graduated  at  Edinburgh  with  Hon-  ' 
ours  in  Mental  Philosophy,  and  in  July  l^st 
obtained  the  Doctorate  of  Letters  of  Edin- ' 
burgh  for  researches  into  Elizaoetnan  Lit¬ 
erature.  I  am  engaged  at  present  in  mak¬ 
ing  arrangement  for  tne  puolicatlon  of  tne 
revised  result  of  these  researcnes.  I 
also  studied  for  a  time  at  Oxford  the  Teach¬ 
ing  of  English,  and  was  awarded  distinction 
in  my  examination  for  tne  Diploma  in  tnat 
sub  jec  t . 

For  cne  last  five  years  I  nave  Oeen 
Senior  Engl  Isn  Master  in  the  High  Scnooi 
of  Edinourgh.  Since  1912  I  have  examined 
Welsh  Schools  in  English  for  the  Central 
Welsh  Board  of  Education#  I  am  also  an 


External  Examiner  in  tne  University  of  Edin  = 
burgn  in  English  Language  and  Literature, 
and  tne  represent  at  ive  of  tne  University 
in  English  for  tne  current  year  on  the 
Joint  Board  of  Examiners  of  the  Scottish  Unj 
versities. 

I 

I  can,  of  course,  if  the  opportunity  j 
should  be  given  me,  provide  all  the  necessai 
ary  testimonials  and  references,  especially 
from  Professor  Saintsbury,  though  I  nave 
not  spokon  to  him  about  this  sue jec t. 

Hoping  you  will  pardon  my  intrusion, 

I  am. 

Yours  faithfully, 

.1.  H.  dagger. 


VV.rcb  ?4tb,  l9l5 

Dr.  Jv  hub'i'rt  Ja.S-’r, 

4‘<?  !lr3yle  Cr<*flcent, 

Jorrn. 


C'iar  Sir: 

T  sj’j  not  3ure  that  snail  fin^  It  ros'icle  to  fill 
tn-a-  vacancy  ca  jset  by  tne  deeci  y  ro3r"ttoi  fientn  of  Vr .  St'^v-^npon . 
Various  rf^anons  arlsln?  out  of  our  or^-pont  ci  *’cu'ratanc*p  will 
rrotatly  caijpf}  up  to  dolay.  T  '^rall  bo  Piad,  bow»»vor,  if  you 
will  pond  rrt*  any  tost.id on1al8  a’>d  r^fon'^ncos  trat  you  rray  dp.vo, 
bocauB?  it  ip  iu?t  rossible  tnat  tno  rositicr  rr-iv  be  tillea  coforo 
tho  oc'or.lns  of  noxt  p^a'^inn^ 


I  an 


Yours  Fincorely, 


Fropiaect 


I:, 

Joppa, 


April  19th,  1915. 

Ruv.  Robert  A.  Falconer, 

Prosidvjnt  of  thu  University, 

Toronto . 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  March  24th,  stating 
that  you  would  1  ir<e  me  to  send  you  any  test  iaon  lals  and  references 
I  might  have,  because  it  was  just  possible  that  positxon  might 

be  filled  before  the  opening  of  next  session.  Your  letter  reached 
me  when  I  was  away  from  home,  so  tnat  I  found  it  impossible  to  col¬ 
lect  the  documents  immediacely ,  but  I  have  done  so  as  quickly  as 
possible • 

I  have  made  them  ois  few  as  I  could.  The  first,  from  Professor 
¥atson,  1  have  had  written  for  the  present  purpose,  and  I  wish  it 
to  be  regarded  as  evidence  on  teaching.  The  second,  from  Professor 
Saintsbury,  consists  merely  of  extracts  from  a  general  testimonial, 
and  is  meant  to  bear  on  knowledge  of  the  suDjeCt.  Instead  of 
asking  Professor  Saintsbury  to  write  me  something  for  tnis  occas- ‘ 
lon,  as  he  was  very  willing  to  oo,  I  have  asked  to  write  if  applied 
to*  In  the  event  of  any  idea  of  appointing  me  being  entertained 
I  should  Very  much  1  ixe  Pro fessor  Saintsoury  to  bo  writtoii  to,  on 
account  both  of  his  authority  and  of  his  personal  knowledge 

of  me.  Dr  Watson  will  of  course  answer  any  further  questions  that 


might  bu  addrosstfd  to  him.  My  third  rofor<^nct»  Frof«i^sor 
Griurson,  Tho  IJinvursity »  ‘  Ab^rdotjn,  who  is  w«ll  acquaint«#d  with 
mo*  and  wnoso  naoo  I  ha^^  includ<id  bocauso  hv  has-iDut  ms  in  otnc»r 
connections*  sucn  as  at  meetings  of  tno  Joint  Board  of  Examiners 
of  tna  Scott  isn  Universities,  meetings  of  the  Engi  ish  Association 
and  so  forth.  I  can  supply  a  much  larger  number  of  references 
and  testimonials  if  desired,  but  taese  three  seemed  to  me  to 
provide  everything  essential.  I  venture  to  express  the  hope  inai 
the  matter  will  oe  purs ued,  al  chough  I  recognise  tnat  present  ' 

circumstances  may  cause  you  to  delay. 

Yours  faithfully. 


From  W,  J.  Watson,  Esq.,  B.A.(Oxon.),  M. A. ,L.L . D. ( Abordeon ) t 
Profossor  of  Celtic  In  tho  University  of  Edinburgh.  (  Lato  Rootor 
of  tho  Poyal  High  School  of  Edinburgh.  ) 

Unlrsrslty  of  Edinburgh, 

10  April,  1915. 

I  am  most  happy  to  have  tho  privllego  of  writing  In  favour  of 
my  lata  oolloaguo,  Mr  J.  H.  JaggerJ  M.A.  (  Lond.)  D.Lltt.  (Edln.). 

My  acquaintance  with  Dr  Jaggor  dates  from  October  of  1909,  when  wa 
came  togathor  to  the  Royal  High  School  of  Edinburgh,  I  as  Head» 
master,  ho  as  Senior  English  ’^astor,  ani  we  wero  closely  associated 
till  I  left  tie  School  in  December,  1914.  During  those  years  I 
had  ample  opportunity  of  knowing  Dr  Jigger's  work  In  all  Its  detail.^ 
and  also  of  bGOomlng  acquainted  with  him  as  a  man  and  as  a  scholar. 

As  Senior  Master  of  the  English  Department,  Dr  J^r-gar  wus  respons¬ 
ible  for  the  grading  of  the  English  work  of  the  whole  School.  He 
annually  drew  up  a  fully-detailed  and  articulated  syllabus  thereof, 
consulted  with  the  other  masters  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work, 
and  reported  to  me  thoreon  terminally  In  the  most  thoroughgoing 
mi^nner.  Ho  found  hls  department  in  rather  a  onaotic  condition,  and 
by  dint  of  hard  work  and  sound  and  excellent  methods  he  soon  suo- ‘ 
oeeded  In  bringing  It  to  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  I  was  part-' 
icularly  struck  with  the  masterly  way  In  which  ho  contrived  to  ar- ' 

range  and  correlate  the  manifold  aspects  of  the  curriculum  In  Eng-' 

yv 

llsh,  maintaining  a  just  balance  between  accurate  Inteslve  study  on  I 
the  one  hand  and  a  broad  literary  culture  on  the  other.  This 
feature  of  his  work  was  oonsclously  and  successfully  aimed  at  from 
the  first,  and  was  Increasingly  marked  as  time  want  on.  In  addit- ■ 
Ion,  his  vivid  personality  had  an  arresting  and  Inspiring  effect  on 
his  pupils.  The  highest  educational  authorities  repeatedly  express- 


od  to  ms  tholr  admiration  of  Dr  J;»^g^or's  work,  and  I  rogardod  It  m^s 

i-  I 

mys-alf  as  oxcapt  lonally  brilliant* 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  ae  to  speak  of  Dr  Jagear’s  qual i\- ‘ 
ffCitlons  as  an  English  scholar.  They  are  sufficiently  attested 
by  the  faot  that  the  University  of  Edinburgh  has  granted  him  the  I 

degree  of  Doctor  of  Literature  in  respect  of  his  attainments,  and  I 
I  und^srst&nd  that  ho  is  the  first,  and  so  far  the  only  one,  to  ob-  I 
tain  that  degree  in  the  department  of  English.  !  may  add,  how-'  I 
ever,  that  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  consult  him,  and  have  a^- ‘  I 

If. lied  myself  of  his  special  scholarship  with  gratitude,  and  with  I 

appreciation  of  his  raastory  over  his  subject.  I 

Kls  rolationf!  with  me  were  most  cordial,  and  are  very  pleasant  ll 
in  the  retrospect.  Nothing  could  exceed  his  riarilness  to  further  I 
my  schemes  for  the  good  of  the  school,  or  to  help  me  by  any  moans  I 
In  his  power.  I  found  him  a  most  agreeable  col  league,  equable  In  I 
temperament,  frank  in  statement,  gentlemanly  in  fooling  and  in  I 
action.  Ho  had  the  respect,  and,  I  bellovs,  the  affection  of  the  I 
boys,  Kls  relation'^  with  his  colleagues  on  the  l^taff  w^re  ex-'  I 
collent.  I 

I  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that  there  are  very  few  mon  at  I 
the  present  d^y  so  well  qualified  as  Dr  da  ger  In  respect  of  »c> hn  1 M 
scholarship,  of  skill  in  exposition,  and  of  strength  of  character,  I 
to  fill  a  Chair  in  the  subject  of  English.  I  fe>l  confident  that  I 
if  he  l.s  appointed  to  such  a  Chair,  ho  will  adorn  and  distinguish  s 
it,  and  ihat  his  teaching  will  bo  .scholarly,  practical  and  stlmul-l 
ating.  I 


W.  J.  Katson. 


from  Professor  SaintsDury>  M»A«  and  Hon.  D»Lxtt.»  Oxon.;  Hon.  L. 
L.D.,  Abordoon?  Hon.  D.Litt.  Durham?  Follow  of  the  Brltisn 
Acadomy?  Hon.  Follow  of  Merton  College,  Oxford?  Professor  of 
English  Language  ana  Literature  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

2  Eton  Terrace, 

Edinburgh,  6th  Aug.  1914. 

I  have  known  Dr  J.  H.  -lagger  for  nearly  ton  years,  during  the 

earlier  part  of  which  he  was  a  student  of  mine.  Ho  attended  my 

Honours  classes,  and  did  exceedingly  well  in  them.  Ho  was  also 

proximo  access  it  for  the  Vans  Dunlop  Scholarsnip  in  English,  and 

obtained  che  Lanfln©  Bursary  in  tue  subject. 

Since  no  w^as  witn  mo  he  nas  Oeon  iiio-inly  occupied  as  Hoai  of  che 

English  Dopartment  in  the  Poyal  High  School.  Put  ne  has  occupied 

part  of  ms  time  in  composing  a  thosis,  by  wnich  he  ootained  tiie 

Edinburgh  ooctorate  of  Letters,  on  "  Prose  in  th»  Elizabethan  Oramal 

Tnis  tnesls,  wh-,in  publ  sned,  will  bo  one  of  tho  most  usuful  mono- 

grapns  recently  contributed  to  cno  stuay  of  Elizaoethan  Literature. 

It  dis-'plays  unusual  ruading  and  equally  uusual  aoillty  to  manage 

A 

mat  loading,  and  wnilo  showing  good  acauaincanco  with  previous 
writing  in  connection  with  <  he  suDjecc,  it  is  completely  independent 
and  original  in  its  treatment. 

8MXxlHrx.tfi«xp.r>4s*4Ht  Potn  in  my  direct  deal  ings  w^ith  him  as  a 
student,  and  in  what  I  have  learnt  of  nim  since,  I  nave  fuuna  Dr. 
•Jagper  a  man  of  unusual  ability,  information,  and  power  of  work,  and 
i  believe  him  to  be  possessed  of  consideraole  strer^th  and  decision  d 
of  Character.  His  knowledge  is  wide  and  well  at  his  oofnir^and. 

And  he  has  had  much  experience  of  teaching . 

George  Saintsoury. 
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Vay  i9l5 

J,'  Hubert  nso.i’ 

A?  i.riJylft  Crescent,' 

Jocca,  d'c inc 
near  Sir*: 

T  nave  to  acKnowledije  ycur  letter  of  Aoril  l9tn:,  accoiipaiUdd 
by  testiircnlaln  fror?  Dr*  >Vt.  ,1.'  .VatsoD  and  Professor  SalEtecury,  Tneae 
are  of  a  very  nii<n  orafr,,  and  1  nav?  banned  tben  tc  our  bead  Prcfeasor 
of  ?n»?lisn.  I  do  not  tnirj!<,  however,  Inat  tnere  is  any  likelinood  of 
an  iiiirodiate  acrointiTent  teir.t?  trade  to  the  cosition  vacated  cy  the 
death  ot  Professor  Stevensor* 


